CONSENT FORM

BAHA’I TRAINING INSTITUTE OF ONTARIO

SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE

BAHA’I TRAINING INSTITUTE OF ONTARIO


The following must be signed by the PARTICIPANT.

I, _______________________________________________ (participant), understand that I am expected to participate fully and completely in _____________________ (program name). I will uphold high rectitude of conduct so that I will contribute to an atmosphere of trust and love. Furthermore, I acknowledge that I have read and signed the Spirit of Excellence.

I understand that violation of my promise and transgression of the Spirit of Excellence or of the Safety Guidelines set forth upon arrival will result in consequences that may lead to dismissal from the program, and will be responsible for any costs that may incur because of possible dismissal.  By signing this document, I hereby state that I have read the above note and will abide by its content.

Signature









Date

If the participant is 18 YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER, the following must be signed by the PARENT/GUARDIAN.

I hereby give permission for: _____________________________________________________ (full name) to attend ___________________ (program name) and participate in all supervised activities, including those that may require transportation to and from their board/billeting. I also acknowledge that I have read the Spirit of Excellence with my child and understand that any violation of the Spirit of Excellence or of the Safety Guidelines set forth upon arrival will result in consequences that may lead to dismissal from the camp, and will be responsible for any costs that may incur because of possible dismissal.

Name of Parent/Guardian




Signature

We assume that you have been moved to join this program in response to a yearning in your heart to contribute meaningfully to the advancement of spiritual and material civilization that will ultimately draw souls closer to Bahá’u’lláh’s healing message.  You have arisen with dedication and a willingness to sacrifice and taken responsibility for your own learning, learning that will contribute to your ability to assist each of us to develop qualities and abilities that a life of service to the Cause and to humanity will require of them.
We encourage you to approach your participation in this initiative and all of your service in a humble posture of learning and in a spirit of an unremitting quest for spiritual excellence.  Every crisis, every obstacle that tests our resolve is viewed as an opportunity to grow spiritually and morally, to gain insight into that which leads to loftiness or lowliness, glory or abasement, and to act accordingly.

As you persist on this path of service, you will draw on many spiritual forces.  You will be impelled in your endeavors by your love for the Blessed Beauty, your yearning for true understanding, your inner drive towards beauty and excellence, and your deep concern for the well-being of humankind. Yet, there is an element of fear that also comes into play and ensures watchfulness. While you look upward and forward, you guard against the promptings of the lower nature. You fear falling into the condition that Bahá'u'lláh has described in these terms: 

Ye are even as the bird which soareth, with the full force of its mighty wings and with complete and joyous confidence, through the immensity of the heavens, until, impelled to satisfy its hunger, it turneth longingly to the water and clay of the earth below it, and, having been entrapped in the mesh of its desire, findeth itself impotent to resume its flight to the realms whence it came. Powerless to shake off the burden weighing on its sullied wings, that bird, hitherto an inmate of the heavens, is now forced to seek a dwelling-place upon the dust. Wherefore, O My servants, defile not your wings with the clay of waywardness and vain desires, and suffer them not to be stained with the dust of envy and hate, that ye may not be hindered from soaring in the heavens of My divine knowledge.

You are of course aware that being and doing are two complementary aspects of life.  So tightly interwoven are they that it is futile to attempt to separate them.  As you pursue your two-fold purpose, to work on polishing the mirror of your heart and contribute to the transformation of society, your most cherished moments are those spent in communion with God; for prayer nourishes one's soul, and without the strength that only it can generate, it is impossible to persist in one's high endeavours. Similarly, the study of the Writings is one of your primary occupations. This is not the mere reading of a few verses. There is a great deal of meditation on the meaning and implications of each passage as well as diligent effort to apply the teachings to achieve personal growth, to contribute to the development of the community, and in the final analysis to the civilization building process.

With the above in mind, it should be clear that in joining this initiative you are making certain commitments.  You agree to participate fully in the training sessions, to carry out exercises thoughtfully, to participate in group discussions, and to undertake practice activities in the community.  You commit to perform all these tasks with the utmost care and diligence.  You also agree to strive to contribute to an environment permeated with love, trust and discipline.

Finally, it will be important to bear in mind as you undertake this training and reflect on your own efforts that what is most important is not the magnitude of your contribution, but that you build with excellence.

